


March 17, 2026

Mr. Ambassador,

We, the undersigned, express our surprise at the announcement of an imminent signing of the 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with Ecuador in the �rst quarter of this year, given that the 
Investment chapter of this treaty includes international arbitration for the settlement of 
investor–state disputes (ISDS, for its acronym in English). Signing the treaty under these 
conditions would constitute a violation of the Constitution of Ecuador, which in Article 422 
prohibits the ceding of legal sovereignty to international arbitration bodies in contractual or 
commercial disputes between the State and private natural or legal persons. Therefore, its 
enforcement would lack legal validity.

The Constitution of Ecuador was approved by popular vote in September 2008 and rati�ed in 
the popular consultation of November 2025; furthermore, in the referendum of April 2024, the 
majority of the population voted NO to international arbitration. In other words, there is no doubt 
as to the decision of the majority of the Ecuadorian population on this issue, which involves 
sovereignty, democracy, and social participation.

If it comes into force, the treaty will grant greater advantages to Canada: further tariff reductions 
for its products, privileges for its investments (national treatment, most-favored-nation 
treatment, access to public procurement, among others), negatively impacting small and 
medium-scale production—while favoring Ecuador’s powerful agro-export sector. References 
to micro small and medium enterprises (MSMEs), women, and Indigenous Peoples serve only 
to whitewash an agreement that is not only unconstitutional but also illegitimate; it was 
negotiated behind closed doors, without public debate, and without assessing its impact on 
human rights and the rights of nature.

Canada’s primary interest lies in the mining sector. Its companies have long been denounced 
for violating human rights, as occurred with Copper Mesa, which hired paramilitaries to 
suppress community opposition in Íntag. They are currently also facing con�icts in territories 
where concessions were granted without prior consultation.

Mining causes irreversible damage to water recharge areas, contaminates water—making 
agricultural activities impossible—and exposes communities to disasters through the 
installation of tailings ponds. As if this were not enough, social protest arising in defense of 
constitutional guarantees such as the right to water, food sovereignty, health, and local 
productive systems is repressed by public forces, leaving to date a toll of seriously injured 
individuals and hundreds of cases of criminalization of human rights defenders.

The possible enforcement of the treaty will lead to the expansion of the mining frontier, 
increased violence against communities and their organizations, and pressure for our 
Constitution—which recognizes the rights of peoples, the rights of nature, citizen-initiated 
referendums, among others—to be adapted to the treaty’s demands.
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Of�cial efforts to relax environmental oversight in the mining sector and to increase protection 
for mining projects through the use of public force are evident, seeking to suppress social 
protest. At the same time, territories where mining is advancing under the control of criminal 
groups are left unprotected.

We are also concerned about the insistence on exploiting the Loma Larga mining project, 
disregarding the majority decision of citizens in favor of water in the binding popular 
consultations of Girón (2019) and Cuenca (2021), as well as the Fifth River march in Cuenca on 
September 16, 2025, which unanimously demanded that Kimsacocha Not Be Touched.

Concerns such as these were already raised with the Embassy of Canada in Ecuador in March 
2024 and, months later, were presented in Canada by women leaders from CONAIE, the Shuar 
nationality, and communities from Kimsacocha, before parliamentarians, government of�cials, 
journalists, and NGOs that defend human rights.

What is happening in Ecuador with Canadian mining projects is being observed internationally: 
Canadian trade unions have expressed concern about impacts on Indigenous territories and 
about the inclusion of international arbitration in the FTA with Ecuador, despite it being 
prohibited by the Ecuadorian Constitution; likewise, various social organizations and individuals 
from Ecuador, Canada, and other countries have spoken out regarding irregularities committed 
by mining companies and the criminalization of defenders of water and territories.

In 2014, the Working Group on Mining and Human Rights in Latin America presented to the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) the report The Impact of Canadian 
Mining in Latin America and Canada’s Responsibility, based on the study of 22 mining projects 
in Argentina, Chile, Peru, Colombia, Panama, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Mexico. 
The report reveals environmental impacts, forced displacement, division of communities and 
the breakdown of the social fabric, criminalization of social protest, economic impacts, violent 
deaths and serious injuries to project opponents and mine workers, violations of health, and 
fraudulent acquisition of property. In other words, Canadian mining follows a pattern of violence 
and impacts that persists.

Canada has guidelines such as Voices at Risk, which are tools for Canadian diplomatic 
missions to support human rights defenders.

For its part, Ecuador has a Constitution that contributes to building a new form of social 
coexistence oriented toward buen vivir (sumak kawsay), respecting human rights and the rights 
of nature—not their destruction. This Constitution, rati�ed by citizens in the popular 
consultation of November 2025, includes Article 422, which prohibits international arbitration. 
Is Canada considering signing an FTA in violation of Ecuador’s Constitution?

Sincerely,



Natalia Roca, Colectivo Entretejidas
Ana Recalde, Colectivo Polinizadores
Christian Pino, CAITISA
Alberto Acosta, Pacto Ecosocial Intercultural del Sur 
Miguel Caguana Pinguil, TUCAYTA
Rocío Bastidas, CABILDO CÍVICO DE QUITO
Mesías Córdova, Federación de Organizaciones Campesinas de Bolívar. Fecab-Brunari
Flavio Chuñir, ChunirLex
Federico P. Koelle D., Fundación Cerro Verde 
Erika Arteaga Cruz, Parlamento Intercultural de Mujeres del Ecuador
Sara Báez, Terra Nuova 
Pablo Velasco, Fundación Brethren
Jerónimo Ibarra Díaz, Observatorio de la Dolarización 
Guadalupe Rivadeneira, ASONOBLEGUADUA 
Jorge Yunga Barros, Junta Administradora de Agua Potable Santa Cecilia
Juan Cuvi, Fundación Donum
Elena Cunalata Ibarra, Comité Del�na Torres vda de Concha, Propicia 1
Marcela Arellano Villa, CEOSL
Marisol Rodríguez, Colectivo de Antropólogas del Ecuador
Amparo Rivadeneira, Rebelión o Extinción
Maribel Pasquel, Guardianas del río Machángara
Héctor Abadí Tipán Chasipanta, Unión de Comunas y Comunidades Ilaló -Lumbisí 
Tania Alexandra Chicaiza Villalba, CCI Unión Europea - Ecuador 
Diana Mesa, CERCE
Michelle Báez, COMUNÁLISIS
Felipe Bonilla, Giras al Aire 
Javier Guamán, Quito sin Minería
Jorge Virgilio Toapanta Vera, Asociación de Bananeros Orenses
Blanca Chancosa, Saramanta Warmikuna
Neptalí Martínez, COMUNA
Antonieta Uvidia, COMUNA
Nancy Fuentes, Chaskiwarmi Binacional
Marcelo Román, COMUNA
Marcos Ballesteros, COMUNA
Vanessa Llumiquinga, VIVATEC S.A.S
Raquel Rodríguez, Territorio Marino-costero
Germania Apolinario, Pueblo Wankawilka
Diego Cano Molestina, COMUNA
David Reyes, Redlar - Ecuador
Eulalia Carrasco, Congregación de la Providencia 

Ecuadorian social organizations



Pavel Estupiñan, Fundación Somos Ecuador 
Carla González Valencia, Fundación Somos Ecuador
Laura Suárez Soto, Fundación Somos Ecuador
Tania George Cabezas, Fundación Sororas
Observatorio de Derechos Humanos del Pueblo Afroecuatoriano - ODHA
Unión del Pueblo Afroecuatoriano - UPA
Vanessa Bone Ramírez, Coalición Feminista Esmeraldeña - COFESME 
Gloria Leiton, Colectivo Teatral Artos
Cristina Cevallos, AMUCOMT
César Caguana, UPCCC 
Juan Luis Echarri, Fundación Savia Roja
Red Pluriversa "Chela Calle"
Escuela de Agroecología Mujeres Defensoras del Kimsacocha
Escuela de Agroecología de Bulan
Escuela de Agroecología y Medicina Ancestral Hermano Miguel
Escuela de Agroecología de Guayara 2
Escuela de Agroecología de la Libertad
Escuela de Agroecología de Leg Tabacay
Escuela de Agroecología y Biosalud de San Marcos
Escuela de Agroecología Virgen de la Merced
Escuela de Agroecología de San Lucas
Escuela de Agroecología de Tenta
Escuela de Agroecología ASOMUPKISA
Escuela de Agroecología SISA WAYRA
Jonathan Finlay, LaLibre.net Tecnologías Comunitarias 
Danna Granda, Instituto Superior Sucre
Paula Aguirre, Instituto Superior Sucre
Nidia Arrobo Rodas, Comisión Pueblos Originarios y Afrodescendientes
Natalia Greene, CEDENMA
Carlos Porras Vinueza, DOI Consultores
Geovanna Lasso, Colectivo Agroecológico del Ecuador 
Lizardo Zhagui, Junta de Agua Potable Victoria del Portete Tarqu
Arariwa Sigcha, Federación de Organizaciones Indígenas Campesinas del Azuay -FOA
Sonia Ortega Fernández ,Sendero Verde
Yuly Mosquera Valencia, Aso. de Afrodescendientes Provincia de Sta.Elena Bambuco.
Loyda Olivo, OCAME
Marleni Victoria Corozo Estupiñan, Unión de Organizaciones Negras del Norte de Esmeraldas 
(UONNE ) 
Maritza Rodríguez Ibarra, FUNTUVRISA



Tamia Gómez
Carlos Crespo
Francisco Velasco
María Soledad Jarrín
Alicia Granda
Cecilia Molina 
Diana Sofía Zapata Ochoa
Yolanda Jaramillo
Fausto Sanaguano
Stefan Bohórquez Gerardy
Jorge Ernesto Corral Fierro
Emperatriz Montalvo Chuma
Ana Abad Rodas
Mary García 
Pocho Álvarez
Alba Lucía Valarezo González 
José Rivadeneira
Martha Gavilánez 
Kattya Hernández B.
Ana Mariscal 
Silvia Ortega 
Kaya Entsa López Ortega
Wendy Rosero
Verónica Potes

Anne-Emanuelle Birn, People's Health Movement
Viviana Herrera, Miningwatch
Caren Weisbart, Common Frontiers
Americas Policy Group / Grupo de Orientación de Políticas para las Américas -GOPA
Marty Warren, Canada National Director of United Steel Workers
Stuart Trew, Director of Trade and Investment Research Project 
The National Union of Public and General Employees

Individual endorsements

Canadian social organizations

Ana María Cassiani Herrera, Aso Mujeres Afrodescendientes y del Caribe Graciela Cha- Inés 
-Colombia
María de Lourdes Zea Ruales, Unión de Trabajadores Democráticos -México
Julio Fuentes, CLATE
Estela María Suris -Argentina 
María Cecilia Bartholin Pérez, Fundación Constituye XXI -Chile
Olmedo Carrasquilla Aguila, Colectivo Voces Ecológicas COVEC -Panamá
Mauricio Álvarez Mora, Oilwatch Costa Rica 

Social organizations and individuals from Latin America and the Caribbean


