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1. Pacific Rim did not meet the regulatory requirements 

necessary to obtain a mining permit in El Salvador, 

relying instead on political lobbying. 

2. Pacific Rim never undertook adequate studies to 

understand, much less mitigate, potential impacts 

from the El Dorado project, especially on water 

supplies. 

3. There is broad opposition to mining in El Salvador 

that extends to the highest echelons of  the Catholic 

Church. 

4. Pacific Rim’s activities in Cabañas have generated 

conflict, aggravated divisions and raised the stakes 

around current and potential economic benefits from 

mining. This can only have contributed to threats and 

violence, which have yet to be fully investigated. 

5. The company’s willingness to opt for political 

lobbying and local patronage, rather than meet 

regulatory requirements and respect communities, 

could have fueled corruption. 

6. Any profits from the El Dorado project would mainly 

be returned to the company and its shareholders.

7. The company is using investor-­state arbitration rules 

to subvert a democratic, nationwide debate over 

mining in El Salvador, a matter that should not be 

decided by a World Bank tribunal. 

8. OceanaGold, which recently acquired Pacific Rim, 

operates an open-­pit gold and copper project in the 

Philippines that illustrates the costs of  mining that 

Salvadorans do not want to bear.

Despite the company’s claims to 
the contrary:
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Pacific Rim has gone above and beyond El Salvador’s environmental regulations

“We’ve	
  not	
  just	
  followed	
  the	
  guidelines,	
  we’ve	
  far	
  exceeded	
  them,	
  environmentally,	
  in	
  the	
  mining	
  law,	
  

in	
  all	
  laws.”1	
  	
  

In Reality…

Pacific Rim did not meet the regulatory requirements necessary to obtain a mining 

permit in El Salvador, relying instead on political lobbying. 
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What Pacific Rim Claims…
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In Reality…

Pacific Rim never undertook adequate studies to understand, much less mitigate,  

potential impacts from the El Dorado project. Early exploration activities gave 

rise to complaints of  impacts on water supplies. An expert from the United States 

characterized the company’s environmental assessment as unfit for consideration 

in the US or Canada. 
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What Pacific Rim Claims…

Water supplies will not be affected by Pacific Rim’s operation

“The	
  rivers	
  and	
  the	
  water	
  are	
  chemical	
  laden.	
  Why	
  are	
  they	
  asking	
  all	
  these	
  environmental	
  things	
  of	
  

us	
  when	
  they	
  don’t	
  have	
  them	
  in	
  their	
  own	
  economy.	
  Our	
  process	
  would	
  actually	
  end	
  up	
  with	
  cleaner	
  

water...	
  These	
  people	
  purport	
  to	
  be	
  environmentalists,	
  they’re	
  not.	
  They’re	
  anti-­‐‑development.	
  They	
  are	
  

not	
  pro-­‐‑environment,	
  if	
  they	
  were,	
  they	
  would	
  support	
  this	
  mine.”7	
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Rogue or “anti-­development” NGOs are behind the campaign against mining in 

El Salvador 

“Frankly,	
  anti-­‐‑development	
  NGOs	
  fomented	
  anti-­‐‑mining	
  by	
  spreading	
  lies.	
  [I’m	
  talking	
  about	
  groups	
  

groups…	
  I	
  don’t	
  think	
  they	
  control	
  their	
  people	
  on	
  the	
  ground.	
  I	
  think	
  these	
  are	
  probably	
  rogues	
  that	
  

17	
  	
  

What Pacific Rim Claims…

In Reality…

Opposition to mining in El Salvador is broad-­based and extends to the highest 

echelons of  the Catholic Church. 

	
  

“Salvadorans	
  ask	
  that	
  this	
  project	
  be	
  stopped.	
  Canada	
  has	
  so	
  many	
  good	
  people.	
  Ask	
  those	
  

transnational	
  companies	
  that	
  they	
  commit	
  no	
  more	
  terrible	
  injustice,	
  no	
  more	
  exploitation	
  of	
  the	
  

people	
  of	
  El	
  Salvador.	
  We	
  are	
  not	
  very	
  happy	
  about	
  this	
  judicial	
  dispute;	
  they	
  are	
  asking	
  us	
  to	
  pay	
  

them	
  millions.	
  Still	
  I	
  think	
  it	
  is	
  better	
  to	
  pay	
  [the	
  costs	
  of	
  the	
  suit],	
  than	
  to	
  pay	
  the	
  consequences	
  [of	
  

mining].”21	
  

22	
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What Pacific Rim 

Pacific Rim is not connected with violence against activists in Cabañas

you	
  come	
  onto	
  my	
  land	
  and	
  I’m	
  going	
  to	
  shoot	
  you.	
  A	
  very	
  long	
  leap	
  was	
  made	
  to	
  say	
  that	
  this	
  was	
  an	
  

anti-­‐‑mining	
  murder.	
  It	
  wasn’t.	
  It’s	
  been	
  investigated	
  by	
  the	
  US	
  Embassy	
  down	
  there.”27

“We	
  have	
  co-­‐‑operated	
  fully	
  in	
  the	
  investigations	
  into	
  4	
  homicides	
  that	
  took	
  place	
  in	
  communities	
  

murders	
  were	
  related	
  to	
  mining.” 	
  	
  	
  

	
   -­‐‑	
  

Pacific Rim’s activities in Cabañas generated conflict, aggravated divisions and 

raised the stakes around current and potential economic benefits from mining. 

This can only have contributed to threats and violence, which have yet to be fully 

investigated.

	
  

Gold,	
  Guns	
  and	
  Choice

	
  	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  	
  

	
  

In Reality…
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What Pacific Rim Claims…

The El Dorado mine did not receive a permit because Pacific Rim refused to bribe 

ex-­President Tony Saca 

We	
  don’t	
  pay	
  to	
  play.” 	
  

“We	
  invested	
  money	
  under	
  their	
  laws	
  and	
  they	
  didn’t	
  follow	
  their	
  laws.	
  It’s	
  very	
  simple.	
  They	
  have	
  a	
  

mining	
  code,	
  we	
  followed	
  it…	
  [but]	
  we	
  didn’t	
  offer	
  to	
  line	
  their	
  pockets.”

The company’s willingness to opt for high level lobbying and local patronage, rather 

than meet regulatory requirements and respect communities, could have fueled 

corruption. 

56	
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In Reality…
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What Pacific Rim Claims…

The El Dorado project will bring economic growth to El Salvador 

eager	
  investor	
  that	
  wants	
  to	
  build	
  an	
  environmentally	
  safe	
  operation	
  in	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  poorest	
  regions	
  of	
  the	
  

62

In Reality…

Any profits from the El Dorado project would principally be returned to the company 

and its investors. 
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What Pacific Rim Claims…

Pacific Rim is seeking its due in an arbitration process at the World Bank’s 

International Centre for the Settlement of  Investment Disputes (ICSID)

“We	
  also	
  have	
  rights	
  as	
  well	
  and	
  now	
  we’re	
  in	
  a	
  situation	
  where	
  we’re	
  having	
  to	
  defend	
  them	
  in	
  

or	
  more,	
  and	
  we’ll	
  never	
  recuperate	
  that,	
  never.	
  We’ve	
  been	
  damaged	
  and	
  we	
  represent	
  the	
  people	
  

that	
  invested	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  money	
  and	
  we	
  have	
  no	
  choice	
  but	
  to	
  defend	
  their	
  investment.”71	
  

In Reality…

The company is using investor-­state rules to subvert a democratic, nationwide 

debate over mining in El Salvador, a matter that should not be decided by a World 

Bank tribunal. 
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What Pacific Rim Claims…

OceanaGold’s open-­pit gold and copper mine in the Philippines illustrates the costs 

of  mining Salvadorans do not want to bear.

	
  
	
  	
  

	
  
	
  	
  

OceanaGold is an environmentally and socially responsible company

“OceanaGold	
  is	
  a	
  technically	
  savvy	
  and	
  eminently	
  capable	
  mine-­‐‑builder	
  with	
  a	
  demonstrated	
  long-­‐‑

range	
  commitment	
  to	
  developing	
  and	
  operating	
  mines	
  in	
  challenging	
  environments	
  with	
  the	
  utmost	
  

consideration	
  for	
  social	
  and	
  environmental	
  stewardship.	
  We	
  believe	
  OceanaGold	
  is	
  the	
  perfect	
  

	
  

	
  

In Reality…
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